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Chairman’s Report 2020 
In January we started planning and preparing for the year ahead. 

Our third AGM was held on 25th February and guest speaker James Wright gave a 
highly informative and entertaining presentation entitled Brickmakers, Crusaders 
and the Hanse. An excellent evening was enjoyed by visitors from Spalding, 
Newark and Nottingham as well as Boston. 

Plans then focused on our International Day in May 2020. A stilt walker, the 
Knights of Skirbeck and a medieval metal worker were booked in addition to the 
Boston spinners and the wood carvers and the Lincoln Waites. Our “medieval 
village” was to comprise five tents this year. At the same time we were preparing 
for the annual Hanse Tag which this year was to be held in Brilon, Germany, in 
June. Leaflets in different languages were prepared for us to hand out at the 
Hanse market. A selection process resulted in four students being chosen to 
represent Boston at the Youth Hanse. Ten Hanse members were to attend and 
travel arrangements were made. Some participants, including the students, were 
to travel by air and plane tickets for Germany were purchased. Other members of 
the group prepared to go by car, so they could take the leaflets, flags etc. Our 
pitch in the Hanse market in Brilon was booked and all participants were 
registered to attend. 

Unfortunately with the onset of Covid-19 all our plans were cancelled. We hope 
the pandemic will be over in time for us to attend the Hanse Tag in Riga next 
August. 

Life moves on and quickly we learnt to Zoom. Two of our Trustees were able to 
participate in the Brilon Assembly where Beverley joined the League as the sixth 
English town. Edinburgh was elected as the city to host the Hanse Tag in 2035. 
They then shared the digital news from Brilon. We felt very sad for the town 
which had been preparing for an influx of hundreds of thousands of visitors over 
the four days, all wanting to learn about the 200 Hanseatic towns and cities of the                                                                                                               
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New Hanseatic League. They sent us links to their opening ceremony and to the 
gardens that were open to the public. 

An interesting article was published in the Times about the Hanse and it’s links 
with Bristol, through an intestinal worm called a whip worm. It mentioned Boston 
as one of the medieval Hanseatic towns. 
https://www.thetimess.co.uk/article/tiny-worm-reveals-medieval-trade-ties-in-
bristol-and-i-beck-wqfq5ls7n 

Beverley joined the League as the sixth English town and the Chairman Hamish 
Stewart contacted me and asked us to join in a Zoom meeting of the British towns 
and cities in October. This included the Manager of the League in Lubeck Stefanie 
Bischof. She has been very supportive and hopes all of us get the most out of our 
Membership of the Hanseatic League. I was joined by Mike Peberdy our Vice 
Chairman and members from Edinburgh, Beverley, Hull, Kings Lynn and Great 
Yarmouth. It was an excellent meeting and we hope to form a group to organise 
our events. 

Mayflower 400 

I was asked to voice a piece about the Hanse and the origins of the name ‘Boston’ 
for Mayflower 400. They didn’t mention the Hanse in the end but did include the 
other information. 

We joined in digitally with the Annual Assembly 
https://www.mayflower400uk.org/education/my-mayflower/virtual-voyages-
boston/virtual-voyages-boston/ 

I was also asked by Transported to write a piece for a new publication ‘Radical 
Roots’ which was about the Mayflower again as it is the 400th anniversary of the 
sailing of the Pilgrims. Her piece is about the Hanse in Boston and migration to 
Boston. Hope you find it interesting. 

https://indd.adobe.com/view/e5ff7802-420c-4c27-a523-7c114745a6b0 

 
                                                                                                                                                                  

Trustees’ Meetings 

Trustees met in January and February and also held one Zoom meeting and one 
face -to-face meeting during the pandemic, the latter in a garden. This was to 
start the process of writing a book for 5th and 6th year primary school children 
about Medieval Boston and the Hanseatic League. Boston at this time was in the 
BBL area with the port warehouse probably near the modern port. During the 
archaeological dig the primary school attendees and the scouts were enthusiastic 
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members of the archaeology team and learnt a lot, not just history but nature and 
maths as well. We have been in contact with an experienced author from Kings 
Lynn and are starting to plot and map out the chapters. An author and illustrator 
may come from our team. 

Our treasurer Lindsey McBarron has been very ill and has moved to Hampshire to 
be with her family. She still hopes to be an active member of the group. We think 
we have a new treasurer, to be confirmed. 

The lockdown has hit all our members. The trustees will continue with Zoom 
meetings but are looking forward to meet in person and working on the book. 

We received our report, prepared by Heritage Lincolnshire, on the Hanse Dig from 
last year; the finds are still being evaluated. 

Although the intention is to take a Youth Team to Riga next year, the HanseTag 
cannot be confirmed during the pandemic. As a result we are unable to recruit 
our participants. 

This year has been difficult for everyone but we look forward to next year, 
invigorated by the new East of England partnership and the prospect of a book 
about Hanse Boston. 

 

Alison Fairman November 2020 

 

 


